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MacDonald’s Farewell
The 2008 Highland Games Season ends

By lain MacDonald

With the end of the California
Highland Games season comes that
lethargy that often creeps in after the
exuberance of play and preparations
has been expended. For some shinty
players the specter of school looms.
For others the duties and obligations
of family and work begin to reassert
themselves and camanachd, for a wee
moment, must take a back seat. But
perhaps before this momentary sojourn
it might behoove us to look back on
the summer season, avoiding any
melancholia, and preparing instead for
a promising future.

For Northern California Camanachd
the games season began on a hot day
in May under an oppressive sky that
sent the spectators scurrying for shade.
We were center stage at the Livermore
Highland Games, surrounded by the
clan tents, Gaelic goods and pseudo-
residents of a bygone Celtic era. The
small pitch allowed people to hit the
cnapag (ball) from end to end and
encouraged many a corybantic sprint.
But no matter, lungs burned and the
teams played well and with great
energy. The club’s beloved spectators
cheered the teams from the periphery,
fortifying fatigued hurdies (haunches).

Sweat poured from red faces, shin
guards were abandoned in the melee
as players charged the goals and the
omnipresent clash of the ash rang out
through the grounds. We played once
each day and after the matches shared
a cheery pint in the inflatable pub with
proper shinty pals.

Having whetted its appetite at
Livermore, the club set itself to earnest
post game critiques, focusing on the
various skills that needed improving.
The tempo of matches had grown in
tandem with the club’s experience.
Tackles were being executed with
power and free hits lobbed with more
confidence. Strategy was employed in
games along with dynamic
substitutions. And the club looked to
the horizon, the miraculous Field of
Pleasanton taking form in our minds.

The heat of Livermore followed the
club to the Campbell Games (or as |
prefer to call them, the MacDonald
Games). Campbell has been a special
place for Norcal Camanachd as it has
hosted visits from our dear friend Sefior
Gary Innes from Alba, a bona fide
champion in the art of midfielding, a
player for the heroic gold and black of
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100 at the 100th

By Michael Bentley

While in Inverness during my recent
visit to Scotland I was lucky enough
to cross paths with photographer Ewen
Weatherspoon. We met at Bught Park
in Inverness where Ewen was watching
and photographing a youth shinty
tournament in which one of his sons
was playing. We watched the action
and chatted between the cross-field
pitches.

I had met Ewen the previous year at
the Camanachd Cup final, where he
was working on an intriguing project
titled 700 ar the 100th, a photo essay
comprised of 100 portraits of people
in attendance at the 100th Camanachd
Cup (some of which are visible, along
with Ewen, in the photo above). The
100 included particpants, past players,
and a variety of folks connected to the
sport. For Ewen this was a way of
(literally) taking a snapshot of the
Shinty world at the moment of this
historic match, a kind of time capsule
for future generations. 700 at the 100th
opened at the Inverness Museum and
Art Gallery in February of 2008 and
the exhibition has traveled to several
other Highland destinations, arriving
in Fort William a few weeks ahead of
this year's Camanachd Cup.
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Blairgowrie and Beyond...
Michael Bentley’s Scottish Shinty Travels — September 2008

2008 presented the rare opportunity to
attend both the Pleasanton Games and
the Blairgowrie Games, events that more
often than not take place on the same
weekend. I was looking forward to the
day and seeing friends, though it would
be very different to be there without
anyone else from our club alongside.

Shinty took place without a Californian
contingent, but in a somewhat
unexpected form. Instead of matches
between the Forth Women and Aberdour
(who were unable to find transportation
for their young team) or Tayforth (who
could not field a side), the day’s shinty
ended up being an impromptu challenge
match between Forth Camanachd and
the Ardblair Highlanders, a living history

group that has been a regular part of
the Blairgowrie Games. It was great
fun for all involved, and seemed a big
hit with the games patrons. I was an
honourary member of Forth
Camanachd for the day and thoroughly
enjoyed playing with the 2007
Womens’ Camanchd Cup Champions!

CLOCKWISE from TOP LEFT:
Forth Camanachd (with guest) sporting
camans, sword and targe;, Laurence and
Amelia Blair Oliphant; Action from the
shinty match between Forth Camanachd
and the Ardblair Highlanders; Ken Duncan
of lnveralmond Brewery made up a special
beverage for the event — Caman Ale!
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It was inspiring to see so much youth
shinty this year. During my visit |
stumbled across a Secondary Schools
Tournament in Inverness with over 200
players from 27 teams competing on four
pitches - amazing! On Skye I attended
an under-14 practice and before I could
get the camera out was roped into playing
keeper for the scrimmage! I did manage
to grab a few shots of the Balliemore
Cup trophy, won by Skye in August. At
An Aird I saw both the Development
and McMaster Cup matches, which were
played before the Camanachd Cup Final.

On the senior level, Cup holders Fort
William and perennial league champion
Kingussie provided a classic match-up
for the 101st Camanachd Cup.
Kingussie struck first, but in the end
the Fort won 2-1. Close defending,
especially of Ronald Ross, was one
reason. T'he match featured strong and
physical play on both sides (some felt
a little too physical, at times) and was
exciting throughout.

ANTI-CLOCKWISE from TOP LEFT:
Young players at the Inverness tournament
taking a divit; a nice tackle during the
McMaster Cup in Ft. William; Neil Robertson
defends Ronald Ross during the Camanachd
Cup at An Aird; Gary Innes crosses the ball
during the first half of the Camanachd Cup;
beautiful detailing on the Balliemore Cup.
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